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Problem Based Learning-Using It Effectively in an Undergraduate Course 
Ida M. Jones, Professor of Business Law 

 idaj@mail.fresnostate.edu 
 

Project Based Learning Worksheet 
 

Here are some questions when thinking about your project-based learning course.  
Course _______________________            Semester _________________________ 
 
Question Notes 

What are the assignments 
and/or assessments 
currently in the course 
(quizzes, tests, papers, 
etc.) 
 

 

What percentage of the 
overall grade will you 
assign for the Project?  
Will the project replace 
current assessments in 
the course? 
 

 

Describe some of your 
ideas for the project. 
Write down some basic 
concepts. 
 
 
 

 

How is the Project tied to 
course learning 
outcome(s)? 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What will be unique about 
what and how students 
learn because of the 
project? 
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Question Notes 

Will the project be 
completed by individual 
students, pairs of 
students, small groups, big 
groups or as a whole 
class? 
 
 
 
 

 

If not individual projects, 
how will you address 
problems of group 
projects in terms of 
individual responsibilities, 
equity in assessment, etc?  

 

Self-Education 
What ways will you have 
students learn about the 
topic?  

 

How will you evaluate the 
self-education portion?  

 

How will student submit a 
proposal for the project? 
Will they create a 
premortem or 
preflection? 
 

 

How will the proposal be 
assessed? 
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Question Notes 

Taking Action 
Will students be required 
to complete a specific 
number of hours? How 
will students record their 
actions? Examples include 
journals, blogs, 
spreadsheets, 
etc.photographic 
evidence, etc. 

 

How often and in what 
manner will actions be 
assessed? 

 

Showcasing 
How will students 
showcase the progress 
and results of their 
project?  
 

 

Identify various relevant 
campus or community 
events where students 
could present.  

 

Identify various campus 
locations (display cases, 
bulletin boards) that may 
be used for showcasing 
pop up displays. 

 

How will showcasing be 
assessed? 
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Question Notes 

Reflections 
How will students reflect 
on their project (journals, 
blogs, website, social 
media, or submitted 
papers)? 

 

How often will students 
be asked to write 
reflections? 

 

What prompt questions 
would be good for the 
project in your class? 
 

 

Premortem 
What is your premortem? 
That is what could go 
wrong that makes this 
project a bad experience 
for students or a bad 
experience for you as an 
instructor?  

 

What specific things can 
you do to prevent your 
PBL course from having 
difficulties? 

 

What are the best things 
that can happen for the 
students from adding a 
project to your course?  

 

What are the best things 
that can happen for you as 
an instructor by adding a 
project to your course?  
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